Mediesu Aurit. Ghid cultural si istoric

Comuna Mediesu Aurit este situata pe malul drept al Somesului, la o distanta de 22 km spre est de resedinta
judetului, pe malul drept al Somesului. Caile de acces in comund sunt DJ 192 sau linia feroviara Satu Mare -
Baia Mare. Mediesul este una dintre cele mai mari comune din judet (7249 locuitori in 2002) si cuprinde sapte
localitati: Mediesu Aurit, Roménesti, Babasesti, Potdu, Iojib, Medies-Raturi si Medies- Vii.

Aranyosmeggyes. Torténelmi és kulturalis kalauz

Aranyosmeggyes kozség a Szamos bal partjan fekszik,
22 km-re keletre a megyekozponttol. A DJ192-es
megyei uton, valamint a Szatmarnémeti-Nagybdanya
vastitvonalon kozzelithet6 meg. A kozség hét
teleptilésbdl 4all: Aranyosmeggyes, Szatmargorbed,
Szamosberence, Patohdza, Jozsethaza, Meggyesfordulo
és Aranyosmeggyesihegy. A telepiilések lakossaga
2002-ben Osszesen 7249 {6t tett ki, igy Aranyosmeggyes
Szatmar megye legnagyobb lakossagszamu kozségei
kozé tartozik.

Mediesu Aurit. A cultural and historical guide

Mediesu Aurit is situated on the right bank of the Somes River, 22 km east of the county seat. The locality
can be accessed through the road no. DJ192, and on the Satu Mare-Baia Mare railway. Medies is one of the
largest municipalities in the county (7249 inhabitants in 2002) and comprises seven localities: Mediesu Aurit,
Romanesti, Babasesti, Potau, Iojib, Medies-Raturi and Medies- Vii.



t — Archaeology

égésze

4

Arheologie -R

VESTIGII ARHEOLOGICE

In hotarul localititilor ce formeazi comuna Medi-
esu Aurit a fost descoperit un numar mare de vestigii
arheologice. Situl arheologic din punctul Suculeu este
unul dintre cele mai intens cercetate si totodata unul
dintre cele mai cunoscute de pe teritoriul judetului
Satu Mare. Cele mai vechi vestigii cunoscute pe teri-
toriul comunei se afla insa, intre localititile Mediesu
Aurit si Potau, in punctul de hotar numit Togul lui
Schweitzer. Aici, sipandu-se in anul 2003 santul
pentru conducta de gaz Mediesu Aurit - Oradea au
fost descoperite un sir de 5 locuinte si citeva gropi
menajere ce apartin unei asezari din epoca neolitica
tarzie, care se intinde de-a lungul terasei Somesului.
In functie de meandrele pe care le face terasa, com-
plexele arheologice se aflau la distante cuprinse intre
150 si 250 m fatd de buza terasei. Locuintele aveau
peretii construiti din lut lipit pe structuri de lemn.
Impreuna cu vasele specifice epocii, in locuinte a fost
descoperit un mare numadr de topoare de piatra si de
fragmente de rasnite folosite la méacinatul cerealelor.
Fard indoiald ca pozitia asezarii neolitice a fost alea-
sa pentru locul deosebit pe care il reprezenta terasa
inaltd pe care a fost construita. La baza acestei terase
curge acum paraul Seinel, dar aceastd portiune de
terasd poate fi considerata ca fiind terasa mijlocie a

Somesului. Cotul pe care il face in acea zond terasa

REGESZETI LELETEK

Az Aranyosmeggyes kozséget alkoto falvak hatara-
ban nagyszamban keriiltek el6 régészeti leletek. Itt ta-
lalhat6 Szatmar megye legismertebb és egyben legin-
kabb feltart lel6helye a Suculeu hatarrészben. Ugyan-
akkor a kozség teriiletén talalt legrégibb leletek az

Aranyosmeggyes és Patohdza kozott fekvoé Schweitzer

Rezervatia arheologicd Mediesu Aurit — Suculeu
Aranyosmeggyes — Suculeu, régészeti rezervatum
The archaeological reservation at Mediesu Aurit - Suculeu

tagbol szarmaznak. 2003-ban, az Aranyosmeggyes—
Nagyvarad gazvezeték nyomvonalanak asasa kozben
fedeztek fel itt 6t lakohazat és néhany hulladéktarolo
godrot. A leletek a Szamos teraszan fekvo késé neolit
telepbdl szarmaznak és a terasz szélétél a kanyarulat
fiiggvényében 150-250 m-re keriiltek eld. A lako-
hazak agyaggal betapasztott faszerkezetes épiiletek



ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDS

A great number of archaeological finds
were discovered in Mediesu Aurit. The
archaeological site at Suculeu is one of the
most researched and, in the same time,
one of the best known site of Satu Mare
county. The oldest known finds in Mediesu [ : :
Aurit were discovered towards Potau, in ;
the place called Togul lui Schweitzer. A
row of five dwellings and several garbage
pits belonging to a Late Neolithic Age
settlement were found during the rescue
excavations for the gas pipe-line Mediesu
Aurit- Oradea, in 2003. The settlement is
on the terrace of the Somes River, the finds
were situated 150-250 m far from the edge ¥
of the terrace according to the meanders
of the terrace. The dwellings used to have
the walls made of clayfixed on wooden
structures. A great number of stone axes
and fragments of grinders — used for
grinding cereals — were found together
with the specific vessels of that time. The
Seinel brook flows now at the basis of this

terrace, and it can be considered as the

) ) Togul lui Schweitzer. Inel de bucla din epoca bronzului (aur)
middle terrace of Somes River. The bend Schweitzer tag. Bronzkori arany hajkarika

the Somes terrace makes in this area offers a Togul lui Schweitzer. Golden ring of the Bronze Age
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Somesului, oferind o larga vizibilitate spre sud si vest,
determina probabil locuirea intensa a zonei pe par-
cursul a mai multor epoci.

Astfel, la cca. 300 m spre vest de asezarea neoli-
ticd au fost identificate urme de locuire din epoca
eneolitica. Cea mai intensa locuire a zonei dateaza
insd din epoca bronzului. Asezarea incepe candva in
epoca timpurie a bronzului in zona pintenului rupt
din terasda numit Cioncas, aflat imediat la vest de dru-
mul intre Mediesu Aurit si Potdu. In epoca mijlocie
a bronzului locuirea se extinde mult in afara acestui
punct, de-a lungul terasei, ajungand panad in apro-
piere de hotarul localitdtii Apa. Gropi cu depuneri
de vase si un inel de aur au fost descoperite in zona
dintre asezarea de la Cioncas si tumulul de la Dambul
Acastdului. Noua situatie arata cd acest tumul se leagd
foarte probabil de asezarea din zona Cioncas. Tumul
mentionat, prin dimensiunile sale impresionante a
reprezentat fard indoiala morméntul unei persoane
de rang foarte inalt. Astfel, zona terasei Somesului
din hotarul Mediesului apare ca un important centru
al epocii mijlocii a bronzului cuprinzind o asezare
intens locuita, o zona cu depuneri de ofrande si un
mormant ,,nobiliar”. Este foarte probabil ca si vestitul
depozit de arme de bronz descoperit in hotarul co-
munei Apa, insi la o distantd micd de zona asezarii
de la Mediesu Aurit, sd fie legat tot de centrul de aici.

Zona terasei dintre Mediesu Aurit si Potdu conti-

voltak, a kerdmiatoredékeken kiviil tobb kdbaltat és
6rléko darabot is talaltak. Minden kétség nélkiil meg-
allapithatd, hogy a neolit telep helyét a magas terasz
jo elhelyezkedése hatarozta meg. Ma a terasz labanal
a Seinel patak folyik, de tulajdonképpen ez a Szamos
foly6 kozépsé teraszanak felel meg. A Szamos széles
kanyarja miatt a teraszrdl messze el lehet latni déli és
nyugati iranyba, ezért ezen a helyen és a kozelben az
6skor folyaman tobbszor is megtelepedtek.

Igy, mintegy 300 m-re a neolit lel6helytl egy réz-
kori telepiilés nyomait figyelték meg. A vidék mégis a
bronzkorban szamitott a legintenzivebben lakottnak.
A megtelepedés valamikor a korabronzkor idején
kezdédott. Ebben a korszakban, az Aranyosmeggyes
és Patohaza kozotti uttdl nyugatra, a terasz Csonkds
nevt, sarkantyuszerd, kiszogellésében keletkezett az
elsé telepiilés. A kozépsé bronzkor idején a telep a
terasz egész hosszdra kiterjedt, majdnem Apa kozség
hataraig elnyult. A Csonkdson feltart telep és az Akasz-
té6 dombnak nevezett halom kozotti tertileten tobb,
edényekkel teli godrot tartak fel és egy aranygytrfit
is talaltak. Az ujabb kutatasok arra engednek kovet-
keztetni, hogy ez a halom a Csonkdson feltart teleppel
fiigg ssze. Tekintélyes méretét figyelembe véve valo-
szintileg egy magas rangti személy sirja lehetett. Igy,

a Szamos teraszanak Aranyosmeggyes kozségre esé
része a kozépbronzkor fontos kozpontjaként funk-
cionalt. Az egyiittes egy stirtin lakott telepiilést, egy



wide perspective to the south and west and
this was probably the reason why people
intensely inhabited this area during several
centuries. It is obvious that, the Neolithic
settlement was set on the high terrace due
to this reason.

Traces of human settlements were
identified 300 m west from the Neolithic
site, dating from the Eneolithic Age.

The most intense habitation in the area,
however, dates from the Bronze Age.

The biggest one, located in the area of

the terrace called Cioncas, west from the
Mediesu Aurit — Potau road, starts in the
early Bronze Age. In later periods, the
settlement extended very much outside
this area, in length of the terrace, reaching
the border with Apa locality. Pits with
vessel depositions and a golden ring were
found in the area between the settlement

at Cioncas and the mound called Dambul
Acastdului (the hill of the hanged). The new
researches show that this tumulus is related
to the settlement at Cioncas. Its impressive

dimensions make obvious, that the mound

was a grave of a person with a high social

Suculeu. Urna funerara din perioada eneoliticd (cultura Cotofeni)
status. Thus, the area of Somes terrace near Suculeu. Temetkezési urna a rézkorbdl (Cotofeni kultura)
Suculeu. Funeral urn of the eneolithic period (Cotofeni culture)

Medies seems to be an important centre of
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nua sa fie locuita si pe parcursul epocii tarzii a bron-
zului si la inceputul perioadei timpurii a epocii fie-
rului, in vremea culturilor Suciu de Sus si Gava. Din
vremea culturii Suciu de Sus a fost insd cel mai intens
cercetatd asezarea din zona Suculeu. Aici, in cadrul
unei agezdri ce avea un singur strat de culturd au fost
descoperite urmele unor case construite la suprafata.
Ele contineau vase decorate prin scobirea pe suprafa-
ta lor a unor splendide motive ornamentale. In apro-
pierea asezarii au fost descoperite doua morminte de
incineratie, in care au fost descoperite vase ceramice
si o bratara de bronz. O alta asezare din epoca tirzie
a bronzului, apartinand tot culturii cunoscute sub
numele de Suciu de Sus a fost descoperita la nord de
localitatea Jojib. Datand din aceeasi perioada a epocii
tarzii a bronzului, pe teritoriul localitatii Iojib a fost
descoperit un topor de bronz cu gauréd de inmanusare
verticald. Un astfel de topor de bronz a fost descope-
rit si pe teritoriu localitatii Medies-Vii, el provenind
foarte probabil dintr-un lot mai mare de piese ce au
fost ingropate in pamant impreuna.

In epoca romani perimetrul comunei Mediesu
Aurit a fost intens locuit de o populatie dacica (dacii
liberi) si germanica (vandali, gepizi). Zone preferate
pentru aceste locuiri au fost terasele Ractei si terasa
inaltd a Seinelului. Reteaua de asezari din aceastd
epocd, formata intre localitatile Mediesu Aurit si

Dumbrava este una din cele mai importante din

aldozatok szamara fenntartott teriiletet, valamint egy
férangu személy temetkezését is magaba foglalta.
Valoszinti, hogy az Apa kozség teriiletén, de a széban
forgo tertilethez kozel el6kertilt, ismert bronz fegyver-
leletek is ehhez a teleptiléshez kotédnek.

Az Aranyosmeggyes és Patohaza kozott huzodo
teraszt a kés6 bronzkor és a kora vaskor idején, a
FelsGszbcs és a Gava kulturak idészakaban is laktak.
A Fels6sz6cs kultura idejébdl a Suculeu nevii hatar-
részben azonositott telep a legismertebb. Az itt feltart
teleptilés egy rétegti és a felszinre épitett lakohazakbol
allt. A hazakban és kozvetlen kornyezetitkben mélyen
bevésett mintakkal gyonyoriien diszitett keramiaedé-
nyek keriiltek el6. A telep kozelében két hamvasztasos
temetkezést is feltartak, ahonnan cserépedények és
egy bronzkarperec keriilt el. Egy masik késé bronz-
kori, szintén a Fels6szdcs kulturahoz tartozo telepii-
1ést, Jozsethazatdl északra fedeztek fel. Ugyanebbdl a
korszakbdl szarmazik a Jozsethazan talalt fiigg6leges
nyéllyuku bronzbalta is. Egy ugyanilyen bronzbaltat
talaltak Aranyosmeggyesihegyen is, amely valdszinii-
leg egy tobb targyat magaba foglalé nagyobb raktarle-
letbdl szarmazik amelyet egyiitt rejtettek el.

A rémai korban Aranyosmeggyes kozség teriiletét
stirtin lakta egy dakokbol (szabad dakok) és germa-
nokbdl (vandalok, gepidak) all6 népesség. A korszak
telepei leginkabb a Racta és a Seinel teraszan helyez-

kedtek el. Aranyosmeggyes és a Sarkozhoz tartozo



the Middle Bronze Age with an intensely inhabited
settlement, an area with ritual depositions and an
“aristocratic” grave. It is possible that the famous
deposit of bronze weapons found in Apa, but not far
from the settlement at Cioncas, can be related to this

centre.

Suculeu. Ceasca din epoca tarzie a bronzului (cultura Suciu de Sus)
Suculeu. Késé bronzkori csésze (Felsészécs kultira)
Suculeu. Late Bronze Age cup (Suciu de Sus culture)

La Lesu. Catarama din cimitir
La Lesu. Csat a temet6bdl
La Lesu. Buckle discovered in the cemetery

The terrace of Somes between Mediesu Aurit
and Potau remained to be inhabited during the Late
Bronze Age until the beginning of the Early Iron Age,
the period of Suciu de Sus and Géva cultures. From

this period, however, the settlement at Suculeu is the

best known and most researched. Traces of houses Suculeu. Fibuld din asezare
. . . Suculeu. Fibula a telepiilésrdl
built on the ground were found in a settlement with Suculew. Fibula discovered at the settlement

only one culture layer. The houses contained vessels
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nord-vestul Romaniei. Pe locul numit Suculeu a fost
cercetatd o asezare de olari, unde comunitatea de daci
din epoca romand a continuat sa confectioneze vase
ceramice dupd traditia veche, din epoca Laténe. Pe
parcursul sdpéturilor arheologice au fost cercetate
mai multe cuptoare de ars ceramica cu perete me-
dian. Cuptoarele erau adancite in pdmant, se sapa o
groapd pentru camera de ardere si una pentru groapa
de deservire. Cele doud gropi erau legate printr-un
canal dublu. In groapa de deservire se punea focul

la gura canalului, prin canal trecea aerul fierbinte in
directia camerei de ardere, unde pe un gratar special
amenajat i sprijinit pe peretele median erau depuse
vasele modelate din lut si uscate. In stadiul actual

al cercetarilor putem afirma ca aceste cuptoare au
caracter de unicat in Bazinul Carpatic, ele fiind spe-
cializate pe producerea vaselor de mari dimensiuni
(chiupuri), destinate pentru depozitarea cerealelor

si a diferitelor lichide. Aldturi de aceste vase de mari
dimensiuni, se produceau si alte vase, cenusii, mode-
late la roatd, pentru servitul mesei si vase borcan, mo-
delate cu mana, ornamentate cu motive dacice clasice,
pentru gatit. Cercetérile arheologice au scos la iveald
mai multe locuinte si ateliere ale mesterilor olari. In
umplutura acestor complexe arheologice a fost desco-
perit un numar neobisnuit de mare de obiecte roma-
ne de import: fibule si monede. Cea mai importanta

descoperire este un fragment dintr-o insigna de bene-

Felséliget (vagy Meggyesgombas) kozotti teriileten
kialakult korabeli telepiiléshaldzat egyike a legfonto-
sabbaknak Eszaknyugat-Romadnia teriiletén. A Su-
culeu nevi hatarrészben egy fazekasok altal lakott
telepet tartak fel. Itt a dak lakossag a romai korban is
folytatta a hagyomanyos stilust kerdmiaedények ké-
szitését még a LaTene korbol ismert modszerek alap-
jan. Az asatasok soran tobb tartofalas keramiaégetd
kemencét talaltak. A kemencéket a foldbe siillyesztet-
ték, két godrot vajtak, egyiket az égetéshez, a masikat
pedig a flitéshez. A két godrot egy duplacsatornas
légesovel kototték ossze. A fiitégodorben, a csatorna
szajanal tiizet raktak, igy a forrd levegé ataramlott

az égetGtérbe, ahol egy, a kemence tartofalara helye-
zett, specidlis rdcson sorakoztak a kiszaradt, égetésre
kész agyagedények. A nagyméretd, gabonafélék vagy
folyadékok tarolasara hasznalt edények készitésére
kifejlesztett kemencetipus a kutatas jelenlegi allapota
szerint a Karpat medencében egyedinek mondhaté.
A nagyméretii edények mellett, korongozassal készi-
tettek még mas sziirke anyagu edényeket, asztali hasz-
nalatra és f6zésre. A dak anyagi kulttrara jellemzd
diszitésiiket ugyancsak kézzel készitették. A régészeti
kutatasok nyoman tobb lakohaz és fazekas miihely
keriilt napvilagra. Az objektumok bet6ltésében tobb
rémai import targy is elékeriilt, mint példaul fibulak
vagy érmék. A legfontosabb lelet egy beneficiarius
jelvény toredéke, amely egy birodalmi rabl6 hadjarat



with carved ornaments on their surface, specific for
the Suciu de Sus culture. Two incineration graves
were found nearby the settlement, with pottery and
a bronze bracelet. Another settlement dating from
the Suciu de Sus culture of the Late Bronze Age, was
found north to Iojib. In addition, a bronze axe with
vertical gloving hole from the same period of the
Late Bronze Age was found in Iojib. A similar bronze
axe was found in Medies-Vii, probably coming from
a large set of pieces that were buried together.

The territory around Mediesu Aurit was intensely
inhabited by Dacian (the free Dacians) and Germanic
(vandals, Gepidae) populations during the Roman
period. The most inhabited areas were the terraces
of the Racta and Seinel creeks, which used to be,
in the same time the terrace of the Somes River,
during antiquity. The network of settlements dating
from this age, situated between Mediesu Aurit and
Dumbrava localities is one of the most important
from north-western Romania. A settlement of potters
was identified at Suculeu, where the community of
Dacians continued to make pottery in the traditions
of the LaTene Age, even during the Roman period.
Several pottery kilns with middle walls were
researched during the archaeological excavations.
The kilns were deepened in the ground, and two pits
were made for the firing room and for the harming

room. The connection between the two pits was

Suculeu. Pandantiv din asezare
Suculeu. Fiiggd a telepiilésrol
Suculeu. Pendant discovered at the settlement

Suculeu. Fragment de ceramica romana stampilata
Suculeu. Rdmai pecsételt diszii keramia
Suculeu. Stamped roman pottery

A3o[oveypry - 1975939y~ d130[09YIy
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La Lesu. Edény az 56. sirbol
La Lesu. Vessel discovered in the grave no. 56
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alkalmaval keriilhetett ide, vagy akar egy
rémai magas rangu tisztviseld itt tartoz-
kodasat is bizonyithatja. A havasalfoldi
Mitasaru telepiilés szabad dak kultrajabol
ismeriink analégiakat erre a targyra vonat-
kozban. Amennyiben nem tisztvisel6vel
keriilt ide, akkor egy olyan hadjarat soran,
amellyel a rémai hadsereg a barbar lakos-
sagbdl sorozott be katonakat. A fazekas
telepiilés korszakai nem allapithatéak meg
teljes biztonsaggal. Minden valdszintiség
szerint a telep Kr. u. az 1. szazadban kez-
dédik és a 4-5. szazadig tart. A lel6helyet
eddig csak részlegesen tartak fel, a kornyé-
ken a szantasban szamos cserépdarab tiinik
fel és megfigyelhet6ek az eddig feltaratlan

égetdkemencék korvonalai is. A lelShely

| legérdekesebb részét bekeritették és régé-

| szeti rezervatumként a megyei mizeum

kezeli. Ot kerdmia-égetd kemencét in situ

konzervaltak itt, amelyeket turisztikai latva-

nyossagként mutatnak be a latogatoknak.
Ugy 500 méterre a dak fazeka-

| sok telepiilésétdl a La Lesu ponton, az

aranyosmeggyesi sz6l6kben fedezték fel a

telephez tartozé temet6t. 74 hamvasztasos
sirt tartak fel, amelybdl 61 esetben az égett
csontmaradvanyokat urnakba raktdk, mig



made through a double channel. In the harming pit,
the fire was made at the entrance of the channel; the
hot air passed through the channel until the firing
room where on a special grill, fit on the median wall,
the already dried clay vessels were set. At this stage
of the research it can be assumed, that this kiln-

type is unique in the Carpathian Basin, as they are
specialized in making large-sized vessels for storing
cereals and different liquids. Except these large sized
vessels, the potters of the settlement made grey,
wheel-made vessels and hand-made jars for cooking,
decorated with classic Dacian motifs. Archaeological
research revealed several dwellings and workshops of
the potters. These complexes comprised an unusual
large number of Roman imported objects: fibulas

and coins. The most significant find is a fragment of a
beneficiarius badge that came from the Empire within
a robbery expedition or it can attest the presence of a
Roman authority. A similar object it can be found in
the free Dacians’ culture of Muntenia, at Matdsaru,
and it can suggest merely a recruitment expedition

of the Roman army in the barbarian territories. The
chronology of the potters’ settlement is not well
defined, but it probably starts with the 1* century
A.D. and it ends in the 4"-5" century A.D. It is only
partially researched so far, pottery fragments are
visible on the surface in the area indicating the extent

of the settlement, and traces of additional pottery

Reconstituirea unui cuptor de la Suculeu
Egy kemence rekonstrukcidja a Suculeu lel8helyrél
The reconstruction of an owen from the Suculeu site

La Lesu. Umbo de scut din cimitir
La Lesu. Pajzsdudor a temet6bdl
La Lesu. Umbo discovered in the cemetery
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A3o[oaeyory - 195939y - d130[09YIy



ficiarius, care a ajuns aici din imperiu pe
calea unei expeditii de jaf sau poate atesta
chiar prezenta unei oficialitdti romane.
Analogie pentru acest obiect cunoastem
din arealul culturii de daci liberi din Mun-
tenia, de la Métdsaru si poate semnala o
expeditie de recrutari in randul populatii-
lor barbare in armata romana. Cronologia
asezarii de olari nu este pana in prezent
clar definita, dar foarte probabil cé incepe
incd din secolul I d. Hr. si se termind cand-
va in secolele IV-V d. Hr. Obiectivul este
doar partial cercetat, fragmentele cerami-
ce de pe ardturd indica o asezare intinsa

si se pot sesiza urmele unor cuptoare de
ars ceramica necercetate pana in prezent.
Actualmente situl arheologic este protejat
printr-o rezervatie arheologicd ingradita,
aflatd in administrarea Muzeului Judetean
Satu Mare. Au fost amenajate aici cinci
cuptoare de ars ceramica, conservate in
situ, astfel rezervatia devenind si o atractie
turistica.

La cca. 500 de m de asezarea de olari

t — Archaeology
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daci, pe amplasamentul viilor de la Medi-

esu Aurit, in punctul La Lesu a fost desco- La Lesu. Oala din mormantul nr. 22,

perit cimitirul asezdrii. Au fost cercetate 74 La Lesu. Edény a 22. sirbdl
La Lesu. Vessel discovered in the grave no. 22

égésze
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de morminte de incineratie din care 61 cu
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kilns can be identified. At the present
the archaeological site is protected being
archaeological reservation, managed by
the Satu Mare County Museum. Five
kilns were preserved in situ, and thus, the
reservation became a touristy attraction.
The cemetery of the settlement was
found 500 m far from the settlement of
the Dacian potters, in the vineyards of
Mediesu Aurit, at the site La Lesu. 74
incineration graves were researched, of
which 61 had burned bones, laid in urns,
and 13 had burned bones laid directly in
the pit. Graves have a special character
within the horizon of the barbarian tribes,
living nearby the province of Dacia. In this
cemetery many urns with lid were found,
as well as jars with hand-made models
and plastic ornaments, characteristic to
the Dacian material culture. A group of
the graves have a poor inventory, only
fibulas were being laid by the bones.

Another group of graves can be related

to the material culture and to the funeral

customs of the Germanic People. These

La Lesu. Oala cu capac din cimitir
La Lesu. Fedeles edény a temet&b6l
lance points, spurs or shield umbos and they La Lesu. Pot with lid discovered in the cemetery

graves belonged to warriors as they contain

attest the presence of a Germanic military
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osemintele calcinate depuse in urne si 13 cu osemin-
tele calcinate depuse direct in groapa, fara urna. Mor-
mintele au un caracter aparte in orizontul triburilor
barbare, aflate in vecinatatea provinciei Dacia. Apar
foarte multe urne cu capac, vase borcan modelate cu
mana, cu ornamente plastice, caracteristice culturii
materiale dacice. O parte dintre morminte au un in-
ventar sardcacios, fiind depuse langa oase doar fibule.
O altd parte a mormintelor prezintd caracteristici ce
pot fi puse in legatura cu cultura materiald si obiceiu-
rile funerare ale popoarelor germanice. Aceste mor-
minte apartin unor razboinici. In ele apar varfuri de
lance, pinteni sau umbo-uri de scut, atestand o pre-
zentd militara germanica in randul societatii de daci
liberi din epoca romana. Alaturi de centrul de olari
de la Suculeu au fost identificate o serie de asezari
»satelit”, de mai mici dimensiuni. Fragmente cerami-
ce din epoca romana au fost descoperite in zona casei
cantonierului, in apropierea podului peste Racta, in
zona viilor si mai recent pe terasa dreapta a paraului
Racta, langa canalul actual. Pe terasa paraului Seinel,
la sud de drumul Bébésesti-Apa, cu ocazia lucrarilor
legate de conducta magistrala de gaze, a fost desco-
peritd si o asezare din epoca romand. Asezarea are un
caracter rural, cu complexe résfirate. Au fost desco-
perite gropi rectangulare cu pereti arsi, gropi de pro-
vizii i urma unei constructii alungite, sesizabil ar-

heologic prin trei siruri de gropi de stalpi. Ceramica
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a tovabbi 13 esetben csupan a foldbe asott godorbe
temették. A Dacia provinciaval szomszédos teriile-
teken €6 barbar torzsek temetditdl eltérd jellegtiek
az itt feltart temetkezések. Sok fedeles urna és kézzel
formalt jellegzetes dak motivumokkal diszitett edény
keriilt elS. A sirok némelyikében nagyon szegényesek
a mellékletek, a csontok mellé mindossze fibuldkat
tettek, mds sirokban a german népek temetkezési
szokasai figyelhet6ek meg. Tobbnyire harcosok sirjat
azonositottak, jellegzetes mellékletiik landzsahegy,
sarkantyu, pajzsdudor. A két tipust temetkezés egytit-
tes jelenléte a romai kor folyaman egy german harcos
csoport jelenlétét bizonyitja a szabad dak tarsada-
lomban. A Suculeu lel6helyen feltart fazekaskozpont
koril még egy sor apro telepiilés nyomat figyelték
meg. Pontos koruk nem hatarozhaté meg a kutatas
jelenlegi stadiumaban, de a kozpont szerepét betoltd
fazekastelephez kapcsolodo ,,szatelit” telepekrdl lehet
sz6. Tovabbi romai kori keramiatoredékeket fedeztek
tel a palyadrhaz (Casa Cantonierului) kornyékén, a
Racta patak hidja kozelében, a sz616sben és Gjabban
a Racta patak jobb oldali teraszan a mai csatorna
mellett. A Seinel patak teraszan, a Szamosberence és
Apa kozotti uttol délre, egy gazvezetéket fektettek le,
amely Aranyosmeggyest6l a megye déli részéig halad.
A régészeti leletmentés soran egy romai kori telepii-
lést is feltartak. A telepiilés falusi tipusd, szort jellegt
szerkezettel. Tobb négyszogt, égetett falt godrot,



community within the free Dacian society,
during the Roman Age. Several “satellite”
settlements of smaller dimensions were
identified near the potters centre at
Suculeu. Pottery fragments dating from
the Roman Age were found around the
road surveyors house, near the bridge over
Racta brook, in the vineyard area, and
recently on the right terrace of the Racta
brook, near the present canal. A settlement
dating from the Roman Age was found
during the works at the gas pipe, on the
terrace of the Seinel brook, south from

the Babasesti-Apa road. The settlement
has rural aspect with spread complexes.
Rectangular pits with fired walls, as well as
storage pits and the trace of a long building
were found, archaeologically marked by
three rows of pile pits. The pottery found
here attests the connection with the
potters’” settlement at Suculeu, but the pits
and the construction suggest the presence
of a Germanic material culture.

A treasure of silver Dacian coins

hidden in a clay pitcher was found east from

La Lesu. Fibuld din cimitir
La Lesu. Fibula a temet6bdl

The principal of the school has recovered 43 La Lesu. Fibula discovered in the cemetery

Mediesu Aurit, on a pasture land, in 1903.

pieces from the 107 coins, and handed them
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descoperita atestd o legatura cu agezarea olarilor de
la Suculeu, inséd gropile si constructia indica prezenta
unei culturi materiale germanice.

In 1903, la est de localitatea Mediesu Aurit, pe
0 pasune, a fost descoperit de cétre un localnic un
tezaur de monede dacice din argint, ascunse intr-un
ulcior de lut. Din cele 107 monede ale tezaurului,
directorul scolii a recuperat 43 in momentul desco-
peririi si le-a predat Muzeului National din Budapes-
ta. Descoperirea are si pana in prezent o importanta
deosebita, monedele alcatuind o categorie speciala
- tip ,Mediesu Aurit”. Aceste monede au fost emise
foarte probabil in cetatea dacica de la Malaya Ko-
panya (Transcarpatia, Ucraina). Monedele dacice din
vascior gdsite pe pasune formau averea unui localnic
sau a unui comerciant in trecere si erau ascunse in
fata unui pericol iminent. Proprietarul lor nu s-a mai
intors iar monedele au ramas sub pamant timp de
2000 de ani.

DATE ISTORICE

Situata la granita dintre Tara Oasului si Valea
Somesului, localitatea Mediesu Aurit a avut o evo-
lutie aparte fatd de asezérile invecinate. Apropierea
vadului peste Somes, folosit intens pana-n momentul
construirii podurilor permanente de la Satu Mare si

Ardusat, a conferit Mediesului un rol central in zona.
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tarolovermeket és egy hosszu épitmény nyomait tar-
tak fel. Ez utobbi régészetileg észlelhetd nyomat ha-
rom sor coloplyuk jelenti. A keramiaanyag a Suculeu
lel6helyen feltart fazekastelep termékeivel rokon, de a
g06drok és az épitkezés modja german kultura jelenlét-
ét mutatja.

Aranyosmeggyesen, a legel6n egy helybeli egy cse-
répkorsdba rejtett dak eziistpénzekbdl allo kincsleletet
talalt 1903-ban. A 107 darabos pénzleletbdl az akkori
iskolaigazgat6 43 darabot mentett meg, amelyeket a
budapesti Nemzeti Mzeumnak adott at. A leletnek
mind a mai napig dridsi jelentésége van, mivel az ér-
meék kiilonleges tipusba tartoznak, amelyet a lel6hely-
rél ,,aranyosmeggyesi’ tipusnak neveznek. Az érmé-
ket valoszintileg a mai Karpatalja (Ukrajna) teriiletén
fekvé kiskoppanyi dék varban verték. Az edénykébe
rejtett pénzek egy helybeli vagy egy atutazo kereskedd
vagyonat képezhették, és egy varatlan veszély miatt as-
tak el. Mivel gazdajuk nem tért vissza, az érmék 2000

éven keresztiil pihentek a foldben.
TORTENELMI ADATOK

Az Avas és a Szamos volgyének hatdran fekvo
Aranyosmeggyes telepiilés torténete tobb szempont-
bdl is eltérd a szomszédokétdl. Az itteni Szamos rév
miatt, Aranyosmeggyes kozponti szerepet toltott be a
kozépkortdl a 20. szazadig, az dlland6 hidak megépi-



over to the National Museum in Budapest.
The find is very important because the
coins from here create the category of the
“Mediesu Aurit type”. These coins were
most probably issued in the Dacian fortress
of Malaya Kopanya (Transcarpathia,
Ukraine). The Dacian coins were put in a
small vessel and were hidden in the earth
by a local or of a passing-by merchant due
to an impending danger. Their owner never |
returned, thus the coins stayed under the

ground for 2000 years.
HISTORICAL DATA

The settlement of Mediesu Aurit had
a different history than the neighboring
localities as it is situated on the border
between the district of Oas and the valley
of Somes River. The ford over the Somes
was close to the locality and was intensely
used until the permanent bridges of Satu
Mare and Ardusat were built, conferring

to the settlement a central role in the area.

The favorable geographic position made La Lesu. Fibuld din cimitir

the king of Hungary, Stephan V, to settle La Lesu. Fibula a temetébdl

here colonists coming from the German La Lesu. Fibula discovered in the cemetery

Empire, in 1271. The king privileged the
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Mediesu Aurit pe harta primei ridicari militare - Aranyosmeggyes az els6 katonai felmérésen - Mediesu Aurit on the first military survey
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Fatada principald a castelului - A kastély f8Shomlokzata - The main facade of the castle

guests, Medies being mentioned for the first time

in the charter issued at this time. The settlement
maintained its privileges only temporary, because in
less than a decade, in 1280, it became the property
of Moys, the Palatine of the kingdom, who leaves it
through his will to his son-in-law, Moric.

After more than one century, five papal
documents offer information on the history of the
settlement. It is known that the period of the Early
Middle Ages lacks in sources about this area, and

thus, the series of documents on Mediesu Aurit Fm’gmem‘ cu stema familiei Bathori

is really unique. Lacking in firm chronological Toredék a Bathori csaldd cimerével
Fragment with the coat of arms of the Bathori family




Probabil pozitia geograficd avantajoasd a determi-
nat pe regele Ungariei, Stefan al V-lea, sa aseze aici
colonisti adusi din Imperiul German in jurul anului
1271. Regele a acordat privilegii oaspetilor veniti, do-
cumentul fiind si prima mentiune scrisa a localitatii.
Acest caracter de colonie al agezarii a fost doar unul

temporar, pentru ca, nici un deceniu mai tarziu, in

20

Castelul din Mediesu Aurit - Az aranyosmeggyesi kastély - The castle of Mediesu Aurit

téséig Szatmarnémetiben és Erdészadan. Valoszintileg
az el6ényos folrajzi helyzet miatt hozott ide 1271 koriil
V. Istvan kiraly telepeseket a Német Birodalombol,
kiilénbozé kivaltsagokat adomanyozva nekik. Az ek-
kor kiadott kivaltsaglevél egyébként Aranyosmeggyes
elsé irasos emlitése. A telepiilés kivaltsagolt jellege

csak id6leges volt, mert 1280-ban mar Moys nador



references, the history of the settlement was
reconstructed only partially, many parts remaining
unknown. According to these sources, before
1215, the locality was taken from the Romanians

by the Hungarian King, who sustained actions of

conversion to Catholicism, led by the Franciscan

Order. The results of this process are visible only

in the 1370, when the widow of Simon Ban,

Catherine de Meggesallia, sustained financially and

morally the missionary activity of the Franciscan

monks. This lady managed to draw the attention

of the pope on the jurisdictional problems of

the Catholic Church in the area, and, as a result, Planul castelului

A kastély alaprajza
she obtained advantages and exemptions that The ground plan of the castle
helped the Catholic parishes to function easier
in the Medies domain. Thus, the taxes owned
to the Catholic Church would mostly serve the
material support and the endowment of the \

parishes founded by Catherine herself, and not

the ecclesiastic hierarchy, as it was usual. Also,

the Pope allowed the Franciscans in the area to i

solve the problems of the believers, that usually

were of the bishop’s or of the Pope’s jurisdiction

(forgiveness for capital sins) in order to help to

the spiritual integration of the inhabitants within
the Catholic Church. The interest of the Pope for
this peripherical region of the medieval Hungary

|
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Sectiunea castelului

is part of an ample action of turning people to A kastély hosszmetszete
The cross-section of the castle




1280, localitatea apare ca proprietate a palatinului
Moys, care o lasd prin testament ginerelui sau Moric.
Dupa mai bine de un secol, cinci documente pa-
pale oferd informatii de importantd deosebitd despre
istoria asezdrii. Este cunoscut faptul cd perioada
timpurie al evului mediu duce o lipsd acuta in izvoare
referitoare la zona noastra, astfel seria documente-
lor privind Mediesul devenind de-a dreptul unica.
In lipsa unor repere cronologice clare, datele au fost
asamblate de catre istorici sub forma unui ,,puzzle”
care mai are, din pacate, multe piese lipsa. La o datd
neprecizatd, situatd oricum inainte de 1215, localita-
tea fusese luata din mainile romanilor si ocupata de
regalitatea maghiara, care sustine in zond, incepand
cu secolul al XIII-lea, actiunile de convertire la cato-
licism, conduse de ordinul franciscan. Procesul are
rezultate palpabile doar prin anii 1370, cdnd vaduva
banului Simion, Caterina de Meggesallia se implica
financiar si moral in sustinerea activitdtii misionare
a calugarilor franciscani. Aceasta doamna fusese cea
care a atras atentia papalitatii asupra problemelor de
jurisdictie a bisericii catolice in zond, obtindnd diver-
se avantaje si scutiri care inlesneau functionarea pa-
rohiilor catolice incluse in domeniul Medies. Astfel,
impozitul datorat bisericii catolice, decima, avea sd
fie indreptat in cea mai mare parte inspre sustinerea
materiala si dotarea parohiilor sétesti, a caror infiin-

tare fusese sprijinitd chiar de Caterina, i nu inspre
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birtokaként szerepel, aki vejére, Moriczra hagyta.

J6 egy évszazaddal késébb 6t papai oklevél szol-
galtat fontos informaciokat a telepiilés torténelmére
vonatkozdan. Jol ismert tény a régié teleptiléseire
vonatkozé kozépkori forrasok ritkasaga, éppen ezért
az Aranyosmeggyesre vonatkozé dokumentumok
sora egyedinek szamit. Pontos id6rendi kapaszkodok
hidnydban csak téredékesen rekonstrualhato a vazolt
torténet, sajnos sok még a fehér folt. Az oklevelek
szerint pontosan meg nem hatdrozott idészakban, de
még 1215 el6tt, a magyar kiralysag elfoglalta Meggyes
helységet a romanoktoél. Az uralkododk, elsésorban
a ferences rendre tamaszkodva, erételjes téritd tevé-
kenységet folytattak a 13. szazad soran, de Meggyes
vidékén érezhetd eredmény csak 1370 koriil sziiletett,
Simon ban 6zvegye Meggyesaljai Katalin kozremdi-
kodésével, aki anyagilag és erkolcsileg is tamogatta a
ferences missziondriusok tevékenységét. Katalin fo-
lyamodvanyai révén sziiletett a szoban forgo6 ot papai
oklevél, amelyben tobb egyhazi kivaltsagot és felmen-
tést szerzett az aranyosmeggyesi uradalom teriiletén
miikodé katolikus plébanidk részére. Igy, tobbek kozt
a papai tized nagyobb része a helyi kivaltsagolt pléba-
niakon maradt, ezek fenntartasara és felszerelésére,
szemben az addigi gyakorlattal, mely szerint ez a felet-
tes hatosagokhoz kellett jusson. Ezenkiviil a hivek lel-
ki gondozasanak megfelel6bb ellatasara a papa meg-

engedte a vidéken ¢él6 ferenceseknek, hogy a megyés-



Catholicism during the 14™ century
carried on by the king Louis of Anjou.

It is sure, however, that Medies was by
the Moric family of the Pok kindred in
1280. The ancestor of the family, Nicholas
came in Satu Mare from Gy6r county,
searching refugee, as he was involved in
the conflict between King Béla IV and his
son, Stephan V. Nicholas received Medies
from King Stephan, and created a big
domain around it. The branch of the Pok
kindred established at Medies became the
Moric family at the beginning of the 14"
century. They would become the landlords
of the settlement and of the entire domain
that became their property until the family
disappeared, in 1490. Two years later, the
nobles of the Bathori family inherited the
domain of Medies, as a consequence of
matrimonial alliances with the previous
landlords. Medies becomes the centre of
their domain in this period and obtains
the rank of market town (oppidum).

This domain used to comprise over one

hundred localities, the entire Oas region

Ancadrament de usa din castel
and the localities from both sides of the Ajtokeret a kastélybol

Somes river, starting from Seini and Rosiori Door frame from the castle

until Odoreu and Culciu.
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inaltele foruri ecleziastice, conform practicii obisnu-
ite. De asemenea, spre a facilita integrarea spirituala
a locuitorilor domeniului in sanul bisericii catolice,
Papa permite franciscanilor aflati in zond s rezolve
probleme care in mod normal erau de competenta
episcopului sau chiar a papei (iertarea unor pacate
capitale). Interesul Suveranului Pontif pentru aceasta
regiune periferica a Ungariei medievale, interes care
de altfel a determinat transmiterea informatiilor pe
care le avem despre localitatea Mediesu Aurit, se
incadreaza intr-o actiune mai ampla de catolicizare,
sustinutd din a doua jumdtate a secolului al XIV-lea
de regele Ludovic de Anjou.

Este cert in istoria Mediesului ca in 1280, ajunge
in proprietatea familiei Mdric din neamul Pok, prin
mostenire. De origine din comitatul Gy¢r, stramosii
familiei ajung in zona Sdtmarului prin Nicolae, care,
implicat in conflictul dintre regele Béla al IV-lea si
fiul sdu, Stefan al V-lea, cade in dizgratie si se refugia-
74 in aceasta regiune. Incepand cu secolul al XIV-lea,
ramura de Medies a neamului Pok va fi cunoscuta
drept familia Moric. Acestia vor fi stdpénii asezdrii si
ai intregului domeniu format in zond pana la stinge-
rea familiei, in anul 1490. Doi ani mai tirziu, nobilii
din familia Bathori mostenesc domeniul Medies, in
virtutea unor aliante matrimoniale cu proprietarii
anteriori. In aceast perioada Mediesul devine cen-

trul domenial, obtinand si rangul de targ (oppidum).
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piispoknek vagy a papanak fenntartott biinbocsanatot
is adomanyozhassanak. A kozépkori Magyarorszag
e hatarszéli uradalma irdnt tanusitott specialis papai
figyelem, amelynek egyébként az Aranyosmeggyesrol
fennmaradt forrasok is koszonhetdek, egy szélesebb, a
14. szdzad masodik felében Nagy Lajos kiraly timoga-
tasaval zajlo katolicizalasi akcio része.

Az biztos, hogy 1280-ban Aranyosmeggyes Pok
nembéli Méric csaladra szall. A Gy6r varmegyé-
bél szarmazo csalad, Miklds nevi tagja révén keriil
Szatmar megyébe, mivel részt vett a IV. Béla kiraly és
fia V. Istvan kozott kialakult konfliktusban. Az id6-
sebb kiraly szemében kegyvesztett Miklos erre a vi-
dékre menekiilt, leszarmazottaibol alakult a Pok nem-
zetség meggyesi 4ga, akiket a 14. szdzadtdél Moricz
csalddként ismertek. Ok birtokoljik Aranyosmeggyest
és a kornyéken kialakul6 uradalmat egészen 1490-ig, a
csalad kihalasaig. Két évvel késébb hazassagi kapcso-
latok révén a Bathoriak 6roklik a kihalt csalad birto-
kainak nagy részét. Ebben az idében Aranyosmeggyes
uradalmi kozponta valt és mezévarosi (oppidum)
rangot is kapott. Tobb mint 100 telepiilés alkot-
ta az uradalmat, az Avasban és a Szamos mindkét
partjan fekvé falvakkal Szinérvaraljatdl, illetve
Szamosveresmarttdl kezdve egészen Szatmarudvariig
és Kolcsig.

A reneszdnsz kastély. A szilagysomlydi

Bathoriak utan a Lonyai csalad birtokaba keriil az



The renaissance castle. The Bathori
family of Simleul Silvaniei disappeared
at the beginning of the 17" century,
at their domain the centre at Mediesu
Aurit was inherited by the Lonyai family.
Sigismund Lonyai, comes of Bereg and
Crasna counties, and diplomat of the
Prince of Transylvania, Gabriel Bethlen,
started to build the Renaissance castle
that still stands in ruins in the centre
of the locality. The castle has a regular

rectangular plan, according to the fashion

of the time promoted by the Prince. The

four wings of the building make an inside
yard, and every corner is fit with a bastion-
like tower of Italian type. The elements of
fortification consisted of a ditch, which

is still visible, and probably a wall with
mobile bridge, was built outside the

castle, sheltering other constructions for
various purpose. The south-eastern wing
of the castle is the main facade and it has

three levels above the ground. The tower,

situated on the middle, over the entrance,

raises one level above the main fagade. The
. Coloana de la poarta principala

third floor of the fagade goes along over A f8bejérat oszlopa

the other wings, but it is a mansard-roof The column of the main gate

that was at first covered with shingle and fit




Peste o suta de localitdti apartineau acestui domeniu,
cuprinzand in totalitate Oasul si localitétile de pe
ambele maluri ale Somesului, incepand de la Seini si
Rosiori pana la Odoreu si Culciu.

Castelul renascentist. Dupa Bathorestii din ramura
de la Simleu Silvaniei, vine randul familiei Lényai sa
dobandeascd domeniul cu centrul la Mediesu Aurit.
Sigismund Lonyai, comite de Bereg si Crasna si di-
plomat al principelui Transilvaniei, Gabriel Bethlen,
este cel care a inceput constructia castelului care
exista si azi in centrul localitatii. Dupa moda epocii,
introdusa si proliferata de principe, castelul urmeaza
un plan rectangular. Cele patru aripi ale cladirii deli-
miteaza o curte interioara, iar fiecare colt al patrula-
terului este prevazut cu un turn-bastion de tip italian.
Elementele de fortificatie erau alcituite dintr-un sant,
vizibil incd, si probabil un zid cu pod mobil, care ada-
postea, in afara castelului propriu-zis, alte constructii
a caror functionalitate nu mai este cunoscutd. Aripa
de sud-est formeaza fatada, care se ridica cu trei nive-
luri deasupra solului. Turnul situat in partea mediana
depaseste cu un nivel fatada principala. Cel de al trei-
lea etaj al fatadei, prelungit si de-a lungul altor aripi,
prevazuta cu ferestre de tragere, avand rol de apara-
re. Pivnita a existat probabil sub trei din cele patru
aripi ale castelului. Dintre elementele cu rol decorativ

ale fatadei, pastrate partial pana in zilele noastre,
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aranyosmeggyesi uradalom. Lonyai Zsigmond, Bereg
és Kraszna varmegyék féispanja Bethlen Gabor er-
délyi fejedelem diplomataja volt, 6 kezdi kiépiteni a
teleptilés kozpontjaban all6 ma mar romos reneszansz
kastélyt. A nagy épitkezd fejedelem altal meghono-
sitott olaszos stilusban, a kor divatjanak megfelel6en
épiilt az aranyosmeggyesi kastély, szabalyos négyszogil
elrendezésben. Négy szarnya bels6 udvart zar koriil,

a négy sarkon egy-egy 6-olasz stilusu bastya, szer(i
toronnyal. Eréditése a még ma is megfigyelhet6 arok-
rendszerbdl és a kastély koril kiépiilt korito falbol allt,
felvono hidas bejarattal. A kiilsé udvaron tobb épiilet
is volt a forrasok szerint, de pontos funkcidjukat nem
lehet ma mar megéllapitani. A haromszintes délkeleti
szarny képezi a f6homlokzatot. K6zépen, a bejarat
felett egy szinttel magasabb torony 4ll. A harmadik
emelet a tobbi szarnyra is kiterjed, de itt valojaban
egy padlasteret jelent, amelyet eredetileg zsindellyel
fedtek és védelmi szerepet is jatszott, mivel 16résekkel
lattak el. A kastély négy szarnya koziil harom alatt
biztosan volt pince. Napjainkra mar csak részleteiben
maradt fenn a homlokzat diszitése, a leghatdsosabb a
fébejarat két rozettas koszloppal, folottiik timpanon-
nal, amelyben egykor a Lonyai csalad cimere allt. Az
ablakkeretek folott is rozettas és indadiszes timpanon
van. A kastélyon belill a masodik emeleten volt a bir-
tokos csalad lakosztalya, a foldszint a szolgaknak, a
konyhdnak és a kamrdknak adott otthont. A délkeleti



with defense windows for shooting. The basement
was probably spreading under the three wings of
the castle. The main entrance is the most important
decorative element of the facade preserved until
nowadays. It is fit with stone columns on the both
sides, decorated with rosettes and a tympanum at
the upper part that used to hold the coat of arms of
the Lényai family. The window frames are fit with
tympanum decorated with leaves and creeping stalks.
The second level of the castle was occupied by the
lords, while the ground floor used to accommodate
the servants, here was the kitchen and the storage
rooms. The big hall of the castle was situated on the
south-eastern wing. Sources say that the ceiling of
this room was golden and this characteristic would
name the locality Mediesu Aurit (aur/arany= gold).
The castle was shared between two of the
daughters of Sigismund Lonyai after his death,
because of the lack in male inheritors. Shortly after
his death, when one of the heiresses died, the castle
was divided between the two sisters left: Ana owned
three quarters of the castle, while Margaret, only one
quarter. Anas second husband was John Kemény,
the Prince of Transylvania. He has the castle of
Medies the most favored place to live. After he died
in 1669, Ana got involved in a rebellious action of
the aristocrats of the area that attacked the German

garrison of the Satu Mare fortress. The troubled

Fragment de piatrd cu stema familiei Lonyai
Kétoredék a Lonyai csalad cimerével
Stone-fragment with the coat of arms of the Lonyai family
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portalul intrarii principale, delimitat de doua coloa-
ne angajate din piatra ornamentate cu rozete si un
timpan in partea superioara, care sustinea odinioard
blazonul familiei Lonyai, este cel mai impundtor. An-
cadramentele ferestrelor sunt previzute la randul lor
cu timpan decorat cu frunze si vrejuri. In interiorul
castelului, cel de al doilea etaj era destinat stapénilor,
in timp ce parterul adapostea locuintele servitorilor,
bucataria si depozitele. Sala cea mare a castelului era
situata in aripa de sud-est. Izvoarele spun cé tavanul
acestei incaperi era aurit si pun pe seama acestei ca-
racteristici numele localitatii - Mediesu Aurit.

Dupa moartea lui Sigismund Lonyai, in lipsa mos-
tenitorilor de sex masculin, castelul a fost impartit
intre trei fiice ale sale. Sotia principelui Ioan Kemény,
Ana a primit trei sferturi din castel, iar Margareta a
devenit proprietara unui sfert din constructie. Cas-
telul de la Medies era unul dintre locurile preferate
principelui Ioan Kemény. Dupd moartea principelui,
in anul 1669, Ana s-a implicat intr-o rebeliune a cu-
rutilor din zona, care au atacat garnizoana germana
din cetatea Satu Mare. Istoria zbuciumata a asezarii
este ilustrata si de un tezaur de monede turcesti, in-
gropat in aceasta perioada. Rebeliunea Anei a fost pe-
depsita de rege prin confiscarea tuturor averilor, care
ajung astfel in administrarea Camarii Regale. Ana
este reabilitata si primeste averile confiscate abia spre

sfarsitul vietii. Astfel, in scurt timp, cele trei sferturi
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szarnyban volt a kastély nagyterme. A forrasok sze-
rint ennek a teremnek a mennyezete aranyozott volt,
innen eredeztetik a teleptilés nevében szerepl6 ,,ara-
nyos” jelz6t is.

Loényai Zsigmond halala utan, fiaérokés hia-
nyaban, a leanyokra szélt a kastély. Kemény Janos
fejedelem feleségére Anndra, haromnegyed rész, mig
testvérére Margitra egy negyed rész jutott. Kemény
Janos erdélyi fejedelemnek legkedveltebb tartozko-
dasi helye volt az aranyosmeggyesi kastély, javait is itt
foglaltak le. A fejedelem halala utan, 1669-ben, Anna
belekeveredett a helyi kuruc mozgalomba, amelynek
soran a szatmari varban allomdsozé német garnizont
is tamadas érte. A vidék hanyatott térténelmét mu-
tatja az ebben az idészakban elasott torok pénzekbdl
allo kincslelet is. Anna lazadasat a kiraly teljes vagyon
elkobzassal biintette, a birtokok a kiralyi kincstar ke-
zelésébe keriiltek. Annat végiil rehabilitaltak és élete
végén visszakapja elkobzott javait, koztik a kastélyt
is. Rovid idén beliil bekovetkezett halalaval a kastély
haromnegyed része ismét a kiralyra szallt. Tobb év-
tized multdn a Wesselényi csaladnak sikertilt a teljes
kastély birtokaba jutnia egy részét 6rokségként, a
tobbit vasarlassal szerezték meg. A 18. szdzad végén,
a 19. szazad elején a kastélyt a Teleki csalad 6rokolte,
de nem lakott ott a csalad egyik tagja sem. 1920 kortil
a kastélyt II. Karoly roman uralkodé vasarolta meg,

majd ezutan allami tulajdonba kertilt.



history of this settlement is well illustrated by a
treasure of Turkish coins buried in this period. Ana’s
rebellion was punished by the king by confiscating
her properties, Medies entering in the administration
of the Royal Treasury. Ana was given back her rights
and recovered her fortune only at the end of her
life. Thus, in short time, the three quarters of the
castle returned in the property of the king. After
several decades, the Wesselényi family became the
owner of the entire castle by inheriting one part and
buying the other. At the end of the 18" century or at
the beginning of the 19" century the Teleki family
inherited the castle, but they did not have residence
in the building. King Carol II of Romania bought
the castle around 1920, and later on it became the
property of the state.

The first known restoration of the castle took
place in 1941 and the work was coordinated by
the architect Lux Géza. The building was used as
military hospital in 1944, and during the withdrawal
of the German army it was set on fire, becoming a
ruin, and remaining so until today. The subsequent
restorations were made only to a certain extent and
were insufficient: in 1957, concrete was cast on the
upper part of the ruins, and in 1999, the framing of
the windows were fit with wooden beams to support
them.

Fragment de piatra cu stema familiei Lonyai
Kétoredék a Lonyai csalad cimerével
Stone-fragment with the coat of arms of the Lonyai family

Poarta principala a castelului
A kastély fébejarata
The main gate of the castle




din castel reintrd in proprietatea regelui. Dupd mai
multe decenii, cei care reusesc sa devind proprietarii
intregului castel, prin mostenirea unei parti si cum-
pérarea celeilalte sunt nobilii din familia Wesselényi.
La sfarsitul secolului al XVIII-lea sau la inceputul
secolului al XIX-lea, castelul este mostenit de familia
Teleki, care insd nu isi are rezidenta in zona. In jurul
anului 1920, regele Carol II cumpara castelul, care va
ajunge astfel mai tarziu in proprietatea statului.
Prima restaurare cunoscutd a castelului a avut loc
in anul 1941, lucrarile fiind conduse de arhitectul Lux
Geza. In 1944, cladirea a fost folositi ca spital militar,
iar in timpul retragerii armatei germane a fost incen-
diata, capatand astfel aspectul de ruina pe care il are
si azi. Restaurarile ulterioare au fost partiale si insufi-
ciente: in anul 1957, in partea superioara a ruinelor a
fost turnat beton, iar in anul 1999, ancadramentele de
fereastrd ale monumentului, aflat in stare avansata de
degradare, au fost sprijinite cu grinzi din lemn.
Biserica ortodoxd din Mediesu Aurit, cu hramul
»Nasterea Maicii Domnului’, a fost construitd in
anul 1892. Intrarea principala se realizeaza printr-un
portic marginit de arcade, cu interiorul pictat. Fatada
plina a bisericii este prevazuta cu medalioane pictate,
asezate pe patru niveluri: primele doud, din partea
inferioard, infatiseaza portretele unor personalitati
marcante din istoria romanilor, iar cele superioare

prezinta sirul apostolilor, dominat de imaginea lui
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Centrul comunei Mediesu Aurit
Aranyosmeggyes kozség kozpontja
The center of Mediesu Aurit

A kastély els6 ismert helyreallitdsara 1941-ben ke-
riilt sor, Lux Géza miiépitész iranyitasaval. 1944-ben
az épiiletet katonai korhazként hasznaltdk, és miutan
a német csapatok visszavonultak, felgyujtottak, igy
keriilt a maig tarté romos éllapotba. Az utélagos res-
tauralasi torekvések részlegesek és elégtelenek voltak:
1957-ben a rom falait betoncsikkal koronaztak, 1999-
ben erésen tonkrement ablakkereteit fagerendakkal
tamasztottak ala.

Az aranyosmeggyesi ortodox templom 1892-ben
épiilt és Szliz Maria sziiletésének szentelték. Fébeja-
rata arkados, festett eldcsarnokbol nyilik. A templom
homlokzatat négy sor festett medalion disziti: az alsé
két sorban a roman torténelem markans személyisé-
geit abrazolo festmények sorakoznak, mig a két felsé

szinten az apostolok képei lathatdak, kozottiik Jézus



The Orthodox church of Mediesu Aurit, dedicated
to “The Birth of the Holy Virgin” was built in 1892.
The main entrance opens through a porch bordered
by painted arches on the inside. The facade of
the church is covered by painted medallions, on
four levels: the two lower levels depict portraits
of notorious public figures in the history of the
Romanian people, and the two upper levels show
the Apostles, their rank being dominated by the
towering image of Jesus the Pantocrator. The
rectangular tower, with a watch, is part of the nave.
The second entrance is situated on the south side of
the nave through another porch, covered by frescoes
depicting illustrious figures of the history. The
outer restorations and the paintings were made, in
accordance with the inscription, between 1982 and
1986. The inside painting is quite recent, dating from
1988-1991.

The Calvinist Church of Mediesu Aurit was built in
1892. The settlement used to have a medieval church,
but the community chose to abandon it, and a new
one was built as the old church became a ruin. A
drawing of the medieval church show that it was built
in gothic style, with pointed windows, buttresses and
a polygonal sanctuary. The present church imitates
the gothic elements of the older one. On the nave,
the decoration is made by the alternation of the
gothic pointed windows with the buttresses. The

Biserica ortodoxd din Mediesu Aurit
Az aranyosmeggyesi ortodox templom
The Orthodox Church of Mediesu Aurit

Biserica reformata din Mediesu Aurit
Az aranyosmeggyesi reformétus templom
The Calvinist Church of Mediesu Aurit
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Tisus Hristos Pantocrator. Turnul rectangular, preva-
zut cu ceas, este integrat in nava. Intrarea secundara,
situatd pe partea sudicd a navei, este la randul ei pre-
cedata de un portic cu doud medalioane pictate cu
portrete de inspiratie istoricd. Renovarea exterioara
si picturile s-au realizat, conform pisaniei, intre anii
1982-1986. Pictura interioara este si ea recenta, da-
tand din perioada 1988-1991.

Biserica reformata din Mediesu Aurit dateaza din
anul 1892. Biserica veche, de origine medievala s-a
ruinat pe parcursul secolelor, astfel comunitatea a
decis abandonarea sa si construirea unui nou edificiu.
Despre biserica medievald s-a péstrat o schita, care
atesta cd a fost construita in stil gotic, cu ferestre ogi-
vale si contraforturi la sanctuarul poligonal. Actuala
bisericd a preluat elementele stilului gotic. La nivelul
navei, decorul este realizat prin alternanta de feres-
tre de inspiratie gotica, prevazute cu ogive in partea
superioara, si contraforturi cu valoare ornamentald.
Turnul integrat in nava si prevazut cu ceas este deli-
mitat la nivelul fatadei prin doud contraforturi cu rol
decorativ. Deasupra intrrii principale se afla inscrip-
tia continand anul constructiei (1892) si al reparatii-
lor (1927). Biserica greco-catolica din Mediesu Aurit a
fost construita recent, fiind sfintitd in 21 iulie 2002.

Satul Potdu este mentionat pentru prima datd in
documente in anul 1215, cdnd apare sub forma de

Magasmart. In primele secole al evului mediu apar-
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Krisztus Pantokrator abrazolas. A négyszogt torony a
hajo része és oraval lattak el. Mellékbejarata a hajé déli
oldalan van és szintén egy el6csarnokon at vezet, ahol
két torténelmi személyiséget abrazolo festett medalion
talalhato. A kiilsé felujitasa és a festmények a felirat
alapjan 1982-1986 kozott késziiltek. Bels6 festményei
is meglehet6sen tjak: 1988-1991 kozott késziiltek.

Az aranyosmeggyesi reformdtus templom 1892-ben
épiilt. A régi, kozépkori eredetti templom az évszazad-
ok soran romossa valt, ezért a gyiilekezet elhatarozta,
hogy sorsara hagyja és tjat épit. A kozépkori temp-
lomrol egy rajz maradt fent, amelyen latszik, hogy go-
tikus stilusban épiilt, ablakai csticsivesek és sokszogi
szentélye tampilléres volt. A mai templom is utanozza
a gotikus stiluselemeket. A hajé diszitését a gotikus
ihletésti csucsives ablakok és a tampillérek véltakozasa
adja. A hajoba illeszked6 tornyot két dekorativ jellegti
tampillér valasztja el a homlokzattol, a fels6 szinten
egy ora is van. A fébejarat folott talalhatd az épités
(1892) datuma és a felujitas (1927) éve. A gorog ka-
tolikus templom az utobbi években épiilt, 2002 julius
21-én szentelték fel.

Patbhdza els6 irdsos emlitése 1215-bél szarmazik.
Ekkor Magasmartként szerepel az oklevélben. El6bb
az aranyosmeggyesi uradalom része, majd a 15-16.
szazadban a Pathd csalad birtokolta. Két évszazadon
at tobb nemes csalad kozott oszlott meg, de a 18. sza-

zad elején nagy része a Toth csalad kezére keriilt. A



tower with a watch is integrated in the "
nave, and it is delimited by two buttresses
having an ornamental role. The inscription
containing the year of construction (1892)
and of the restoration (1927) is situated
above the main entrance. The Greek-
Catholic Church of Mediesu Aurit was
recently built and consecrated on the 21*
of July 2002.

Potdu village was mentioned for the
first time in 1215 under the name of
Magasmart. It first belonged to a domain
with the centre at Mediesu Aurit. During
the 15" and the 16™ centuries the owners
of the estate were aristocrats of the Patho
family. For two centuries the village was
shared by several aristocrats, but at the
beginning of the 18" century the greatest
part of the village of Potau belonged to
the Téth family. Some other parts of the
estate will gradually belong to other 14
noble families, among which such big ~ [RGGAer A
landowners as the Teleky, Banffy, and

Wesselényi families. Few traditional

houses are still left in Potau, the village
being dominated by the houses built Biserica reformata din Potiu
after 1970. Those that still preserve the A pat6hazi reformatus templom

traditional architecture are built of clay and The Calvinist Church of Potdu
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Clenodiile bisericii reformate din Potau
A patohazi reformatus templom klenédiumai
The church objects from the Calvinist Church of Potau

tine de domeniul cu centrul la Mediesu Aurit. In
secolele XV-XVI, proprietarii mosiei sunt nobilii din
familia Patho. Timp de doua secole, satul este divizat
intre mai multi nobili, insa, la inceputul secolului al
XVIII-lea, cea mai mare parte a asezarii este detinuta
de nobilii Téth. Parti din mosie ajung treptat in pro-
prietatea a 14 alte familii nobiliare, unele cu nume de
rasunet: Teleki, Banfty, Wesselényi.

Casele traditionale se péstreaza in Potdu intr-un
numar foarte mic, dominand locuintele realizate
dupa anul 1970. Cele care pastreaza arhitectura po-
pulara sunt construite din vaioage, cu tarnat pe lun-
gimea casei, uneori prelungit si pe una dintre laturile
scurte. Din punct de vedere al compartimentarii

interioare, casele sunt alcituite din doud camere si
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birtok késébb ismét szétaprozodott, 14 csalad kozott
oszlott meg tulajdona. Néhany nagybirtokos csalad-
nak, mint a Teleki, Banffy vagy a Wesselényi, ugyan-
csak volt itt része.

Patohazan hagyomanyos épitést hazakat nem
nagyon taldlunk, javarésziik 1970 utan épiilt. Azok a
hazak, amelyek a régi népi épitkezés hagyomanyait
6rzik, valyogbdl épiiltek, a haz hosszaban tornaccal,
amely egyes esetekben a féhomlokzat elé is befordul.
A hazak kétszobasak, kozépen pitvarral, némelykor
a haz végében kamarat is kialakitottak. A gazdasagi
épiiletek kozott elmaradhatatlan a nagy méreti cstir,
amelyben az istallo, az 6lak és a malés-kas is helyet

kap.

Casi traditionald din Potiau
Hagyomanyos haz Patohdzan
Traditional house in Potdu



have a porch extending the whole length
of the house and sometimes continuing
on one of the shorter sides of them, too.
Usually, the dwellings had two rooms and
a porch. In some cases, the rooms were
extended with a storeroom, at the back of
the house. The household also had a large-
sized barn with stables for the animals, a
coop and a storage place for the corn.

According to the historical sources, <.
Potidu had a church beginning with the 14
century. The present Calvinist church of
the settlement was built in 1892, according
to the inscription on the tympanum of
the main fagade. The entrance is marked
by a porch, bordered by arches. The
upper part of the tower over the nave is
decorated with rectangular columns. The
most valuable pieces of furniture are the
pews and the “Table of the Lord” with the
name of the donors written on it (Téth
Mihadly and Vass Eva) and the year of its
confection: 1837. The Orthodox church
“The Saint Archangels Michael and
Gabriel” was built in 1879.

During the Middle-Ages the villages Interiorul bisericii reformate din Poté.
of Iojib, Romanesti and Bdbdsesti shared A patéhazi reformdtus templom belseje
the same history, as they were part of the The interior of the Calvinist Church of Potau
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o tind4, uneori prelungite in partea din spate cu o
camara. Gospodaria mai contine de obicei o sura de
mari dimensiuni care cuprinde si grajdurile pentru
animale, cotetele animalelor si un costei pentru de-
pozitarea porumbului.

Conform documentelor, Potaul avea biserica inca
in secolul al XIV-lea. Biserica reformatd actuala da-
teaza din anul 1896, conform inscriptiei situate pe
timpanul fatadei principale. Intrarea este marcata
de un portic delimitat de arcade. Partea superioara
a turnului, care iese din nava este decorata printr-o
succesiune de coloane rectangulare angajate. Cele
mai valoroase piese din cadrul mobilierului interior
sunt stranele si Masa Domnului, care contine inscrip-
tia donatorilor (Téth Mihdly si Vass Eva) si datarea
(1837). Biserica ortodoxd din Potdu, cu hramul ,,Sfin-
tii Arhangheli Mihail si Gavril” a fost construita in
anul 1879.

In evul mediu, satele lojib, Romanesti si Bibdsesti
au o istorie asemdnatoare, ficind parte din marele
domeniu al familiei Moéric. Dupa stingerea acesteia,
intinsele lor mosii sunt mostenite de rudele prin
aliantd, familia Bathori. Desi in anul 1609 toate cele
trei sate ajung in proprietatea nobililor Csomakdzy,
secolul al XVTI-lea este perioada in care istoria pana
acum similara a asezérilor incepe sa difere.

Momentul de cea mai mare insemndtate pen-

tru istoria premodernd a satului Iojib il constituie
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A forrasok szerint Patohazanak mar a XIV. sza-
zadban volt temploma, a mai reformdtus templom a
féhomlokzat timpanonjanak felirata szerint 1896-ban
épiilt. A templom bejarata oszlopos elécsarnokbdl
nyilik. A torony hajo folotti szintjeit véltakozo pillérek
diszitik. Butorzatanak legértékesebb darabjai a padok
és az Urasztala, amelyen az adomanyozok nevét (Téth
Mihaly és Vass Eva), valamint a készités évszamat
(1837) orokitették meg. A patdhdzi ortodox templomot
1879-ben épitették és Szent Mihdly és Gabor Arkan-
gyaloknak szentelték.

A kozépkorban Jozsethaza, Szatmargorbed és
Szamosberence torténelme hasonlé volt: mindharom
falu a hatalmas Méric uradalom része volt. A csalad
kihaldsa utan a tobbi birtokkal egyiitt a harom falut
a Bathoriak 6rokolték, majd 1609-ben a Csomakozy
csalad birtokaba keriiltek. A harom helység torténete
a 17. szazad folyaman valik el egymastol.

Jozsefhdza kora tjkori torténelmének legfontosabb
fordul6pontja az volt, amikor a Szatmari Béke meg-
kotése utan (1711) a Karolyi csalad birtokaba keriilt.
Kovetve a nagykarolyi uradalomban bevezetett gazda-
sagpolitikat, a csalad ide is svab nemzetiségii lakossa-
got telepitett. A német ajku lakossag emelte Jozsethaza
Szent Istvannak szentelt rémai katolikus templomdt
1896-ban. A templom nyugati homlokzatahoz épitett
két torony késébb, 1913-ban késziilt el. Az épiilet
monumentalitdsat hatalmas hajo és a fébejarata fo-



great Moric domain. After the family
disappeared, their estates were inherited
by their relatives, the Bathori family.
Although in 1609 the three villages
belonged to the Csomakozys, each of the
villages starts to have their own history
beginning with the 17 century.

The most important moment in the
history of the village of Iojib was after the
“Peace of Satu Mare”, in 1711, when the
village became the property of the Karolyi
family. The Karolyis settled here colonists
of German origin, implementing the same
economic policy as at the Carei domain.
The Schwab community built the Catholic
church, dedicated to “Saint Stephen’, in
1896. The two towers belonging to the
western facade were built later, in 1913.
The impressive look of the church is given
by the great nave and by the triangular
gable situated above the main entrance.
The windows of the nave, of different

size, are semi-circular. South to the

church there is a monument. Names of
people of German origin deported in the
. . . Biserica romano-catolicd din Iojib
concentration camps of the Soviet Union, A jozsethazi romai katolikus templom
on the 3 of January 1945, are written on The Roman-Catholic Church of Tojib

this monument.




trecerea sa in proprietatea familiei Karolyi, imediat
dupa pacea de la Satu Mare (1711). Urmand aceleasi
politici domeniale ca si in zona Careiului, acestia au
colonizat in sat o populatie de origine germana. $va-
bii din localitate au ridicat aici, in anul 1896, o bise-
ricd romano-catolicd avand hramul ,,Sf. Stefan”. Cele
doua turnuri alipite fatadei de vest au fost adaugate
mai tarziu, in anul 1913. Impresia de monumentali-
tate este conferitd de nava de mari dimensiuni si de
frontonul triunghiular situat deasupra intrérii prin-
cipale. Ferestrele navei, de dimensiuni diferite, sunt
semicirculare. In partea sudica a edificiului se afld un
monument continand numele persoanelor de origine
germana deportate in data de 3 ianuarie 1945 in laga-
rele de munca din URSS. Biserica ortodoxd din Iojib

a fost construita in anul 1889, avand hramul ,,Sf. Ar-
hangheli Mihail si Gavril”. Anterior, in imediata ve-
cinatate a edificiului actual exista o biserica din lemn
datand din 1750, a cérei piatrd de altar este vizibila si
astdzi. Caracterul inedit al bisericii mai noi este con-
ferit de turnul octogonal, inclus in navd, cu acoperis
in forma de bulb de ceapd. Intrarea se face printr-un
portic prevdzut in partea superioara cu un timpan.
La nivelul navei, decorul este realizat printr-un sir de
coloane angajate, fiecare dintre acestea prevazute cu
un sir de cruci tencuite, agezate pe verticald. In partea
de nord-vest a edificiului, intr-un spatiu situat cindva

la intrarea bisericii vechi se pastreazd incd o cruce de
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Interiorul bisericii ortodo ojib )
A jozsethazi ortodox templom belseje
The interior of the Orthodox Church of Iojib

16tt elhelyezkedé haromszogti timpanon adja. A hajo
kiilonb6z6 méretii ablakai félkorivesek. A templom
déli falan emléktabla talalhato, amely az 1945 janudr
3-an a Szovjetunié munkataboraiba deportalt német
szarmazasu helybéliek nevét 6rokiti meg. A Jozsefhdza
ortodox templomadt 1889-ben épitették és Szent Mihaly
és Gabor Arkangyaloknak szentelték. Korabban, a
mai épiilet kozvetlen szomszédsagaban, egy 1750-ben
emelt fatemplom allt, melynek oltarkéve ma is latha-
to. Az Gj templom jellegzetességét a hajojabol kinovo
nyolcszogl, hagymakupolas torony adja. Bejarata
egy timpanonnal ellatott eldcsarnokbdl nyilik. A hajé
diszét a pillérsor adja, amelyeken fiiggdlegesen keresz-
teket vakoltak. Az épiilet északnyugati részén, a régi
templom bejarata el6tt van egy 1793-bol szarmazd
siremlék, egy félig a foldbe siippedt kereszt, Glinther

Franciska emlékére.



The Orthodox church “The Saint
Archangels Michael and Gabriel” of
Iojib was built in 1889. There was an old
wooden church nearby the present church
dating from 1750, demolished later. Its
stone altar is still visible. The originality
of the present church is given by the
octagonal tower that is part of the nave,
and its roof, resembling an onion bulb.
The entrance is made through a porch fit
with a tympanum at the upper part. On
the nave, a row of columns decorate the
church. Each column is fit with a row of
horizontally plastered crosses. A half-
buried memorial tombstone from 1793
dedicated to Francisca Giinther is situated
in the north-western part of the church,
where used to be the entrance of the old
church.

The Calvinist church of Iojib dates
from 1767. It used to be fit with a wooden
tower, built in 1819, but it was no longer

preserved. The present tower rejoins

the nave, and it has on each side one

ornamental buttress and two small towers Biserica ortodoxa din Iojib
A jézsefthazi ortodox templom

as tall as the nave with rectangular windows
J The Orthodox Church of Iojib

placed asymmetrically. On each of the four

sides, the upper part of the tower has large
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Casa traditionala din Iojib
Hagyomanyos hdz Jézsethdzan
Traditional house at Iojib
mormant pe jumatate ingropata in pamant, datand
din 1793, dedicatid memoriei doamnei Francisca
Giinther.

Biserica reformatd din Iojib dateaza din anul 1767.
Initial era prevazutd cu un turn din lemn ridicat in
anul 1819, insd acesta nu se mai péstreazd. Turnul ac-
tual alipit navei este delimitat de o parte si de alta de
doud contraforturi cu rol decorativ si doua turnulete
de indltimea navei, prevazute cu ferestre rectangula-
re asezate asimetric. La nivelul superior, turnul este
prevazut pe fiecare dintre cele patru laturi cu ferestre
geminate de mari dimensiuni si cu ceas. Ferestre
geminate exista si pe fatadele care alcatuiesc nava,
in partea mediana a acestora. Nava este decorata cu
ajutorul corniselor proeminente si prin succesiunea

contraforturilor cu rol ornamental.
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Jozsethaza reformatus temploma 1767-ben épiilt.
Eredetileg fatornya volt amelyet 1819-ben emeltek,
majd késobb elbontottak. A mai hajohoz ragasztott
torony mindkét oldalat tdmpillérek diszitik és két
asszimetrikusan elhelyezett, négyszogt, ablakos tor-
nyocskaja van a hajo magassagaban. A torony felsé
szintjének minden oldala nagyméret(i ikerablakokkal
és oraval ellatott. Ikerablakok vannak a hajo oldalfala-
inak kozépvonalan is. A hajo falat kiugré parkanyzat
és tampillérek diszitik.

Népi épitészeti szempontbdl a legérdekesebb épii-
letek a 20. szazad elején és a két vilaghaborua kozotti
id6ben épitett svab portak. A hdzak hosszu-tipustak,
valyogbol épitettek és teljes hosszuk el6tt tornac van.
Ritkabban a haz el6tt is tornac van, amelynek fa- vagy
téglaoszlopai gyakran diszitettek. Ugyancsak jellegze-
tes az Ontottvas tornacoszloptalp. E tipusu svab hazak
5-10 egymasba nyilo6 helyiségbdl allnak (lakészobak,
el6szobak, konyha). A jellegzetes nagyobb terfi la-
kasok altalaban két-harom generacionak is hajlékot
biztositottak.

Szatmdrgorbed 1629-ben a Karolyi grofok tu-
lajdondba kertiilt és maradt is majd egy évszazadon
at, egészen a 18. szazadig. Az ezt kovet id6szakbol
nem lehet tudni a birtokosok személyét, a 20. szazad
elején a faluban mar egy nagyobb foldbirtokos sem
volt. Szent Demeternek szentelt ortodox temploma
1870-1871 kozott épiilt. Bejarata a féhomlokzat teljes



twin windows and a clock. Twin

windows can also be found on

-9

the median side of the facades of
the nave. The nave is decorated
with bold cornices and a row of
ornamental buttresses.

The most interesting buildings
from the point of view of the
traditional architecture are the
Schwab households built at the
beginning of the 20" century
and before the World War II. The
most typical are the long houses.
They were built of clay, and have
a porch extending all along the
house. In few cases, the porch
lengthens on the street-fagade,
too, and it has wooden or brick

pillars, decorated often on the

i

upper side. Cast iron feet hold the
pillars. The houses of the Schwab
people have five to ten rooms
(bedrooms, halls and kitchen etc.)

and they are open to one another.

The large dwellings accommodates Biserica reformata din lojib
t th ti A jozsethazi reformatus templom
Wwo or three generations. The Calvinist Church of Iojib

Romdnesti village became the

property of Catherine Kérolyi
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Istorie —~Torténelem - History

Din punct de vedere al arhitecturii traditionale
din Iojib, cele mai interesante constructii sunt gos-
podariile svabesti realizate la inceputul secolului XX
si in perioada interbelicd. Caracteristice sunt casele
de tip vagon, construite din vaioage si prevazute cu
tarnat pe toatd lungimea casei. Mai rar, tarnatul se
prelungeste si pe fatada, fiind sprijinit pe stalpi din
lemn sau cardmid4, uneori ornamentati in partea
superioara. Este de asemenea caracteristicd talpa din
fontd care serveste drept suport pentru stalpi. Casele
svabesti sunt alcatuite din cinci pana la zece incéperi
care comunicd intre ele (camere de locuit, hol, buca-
tarie etc.). Locuintele specifice de mari dimensiuni
sunt destinate adapostirii a doua sau trei generatii.

In anul 1629, satul Romdnesti intra in proprietatea
Caterinei Karolyi, ramanand in posesia familiei timp
de un veac, pana in secolul al XVIII-lea. In perioada
urmatoare, numadrul si numele proprietarilor nu mai
este cunoscut, insa, la inceputul secolului XX, in sat
nu mai existd nici un mosier. Biserica ortodoxd cu
hramul ,,Sf. Dumitru” din Roménesti a fost constru-
itd in anii 1870-1871. Intrarea se realizeaza printr-
un portic cu trei arcade, care ocupa toatd latimea
fatadei principale. Interiorul porticului este pictat,
infatisandu-i, de o parte si de alta a usii de intrare, pe
Sfintii Apostoli Petru si Pavel. Turnul inclus in nava
este prevazut la ultimul nivel cu patru ferestre semi-

circulare in partea superioara. In fata bisericii existd
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Biserica reformata si cea ortodoxa din Romanesti
A szatmargorbedi reformadtus és ortodox templomok
The Calvinist and Orthodox Churches of Romanesti

szélességét elfoglald, harom arkados elécsarnokon at
vezet. A bejarati ajtd jobb, illetve bal oldalan Szent Pé-
ter és Szent Pal apostolok képmasat festették. A hajoba
foglalt torony legfelsd szintjén négy félkorives ablak
van. A templom el6tt egy fa haranglabat emeltek. A
szatmargorbedi reformdtus templom 1898-ban épiilt.
Fébejaratahoz oszlopcsarnok vezet harom arkaddal.
Tornya a hajo része, draval és lanternaval, fels6 szint-
jén minden oldalan egy-egy ablakkal. F6homlokzatan,
az arkadok folott az épités (1898) és a felujitasi éve
(1998) van feltiintetve.

Szamosberencét birtokosai 1664-ben a Reformatus
Kollégiumnak adomanyoztak. Alig két évtized mulva
a jezsuita rend birtokaba keriilt, majd ennek betil-
tasa utan kiralyi birtokka valik. A 19. szazad soran,

vasarlas révén nyolc nemesi csalad birtokaba keriilt.



in 1629, and stays in the family estate for one
century, until the 18" century. The number and
the name of the owners are not known in the
following period, but it is sure that there was no
significant landowner at the beginning of the
20" century. The Orthodox Church of Romanesti,
dedicated to “Saint Demetrius”, was built in
1870 and 1871. The entrance is made through
a porch with three arches, being as wide as the
main fagade. The porch is painted on the inside,
depicting the Apostles St. Peter and St. Paul
on both sides of the entrance door. The tower
is included in the nave and it is fit with four
semicircular windows at the upper part. The
Calvinist church of Roméanesti dates from 1898.
The main entrance is preceded by a porch with
three arches. The tower is built above the nave.
It is fit with a watch and a lantern and has four
windows at its upper level, one on each side. The
inscription with the year of its building (1898)
and of the restoration (1998) is situated at the
upper part of the main facade, above the arches.
Bdbasesti village was donated by its owners to
the Calvinist College of Satu Mare, in 1664. The

domain enters the property of the Jesuit Order in Biserica ortodoxa din Roménesti
1 h decad d after its dissoluti A szatmargorbedi ortodox templom
ess than two decades, and after its dissolution, The Orthodox Church of Rominesti

it becomes the king’s land. The village is bought
in the 19" century and, thus is shared by eight
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un turn-clopotnita din lemn. Biserica reformatd din
Romanesti dateaza din anul 1898. Intrarea principald
este precedatd de trei arcade. Turnul inclus in nava
este prevazut cu ceas si lanterna si are, la nivelul su-
perior, patru ferestre, cite una pe fiecare latura. In
partea de sus a fatadei principale, deasupra arcadelor
este inscriptionat anul constructiei (1898) si cel al
renovarii (1998).

Satul Bdabdsesti este donat de cétre proprietari in
anul 1664 Colegiului Reformat din Satu Mare. Nici
doua decenii mai tarziu insa, mosia intra in posesia
Ordinul Iezuit, iar dupa dizolvarea acestuia, a rege-
lui. In secolul al XIX-lea, prin cumpdrare, satul este
impartit de opt familii nobiliare. In 1970, satul, situat
in apropierea Somesului, a fost inundat in intregime,
iar casele traditionale construite din vdioage au avut
cel mai mult de suferit. In Babasesti se mai pastreazi
astfel doar citeva exemple de arhitecturad populara,
cele mai semnificative fiind scheletele din lemn ma-
siv ale surilor, parte a gospodariilor distruse. Peretii
surilor erau realizati din vdioage incadrate in barne
din lemn. Dupd refacere, locul vdioagelor a fost luat
de materiale mai moderne de constructie, precum
cimentul. De cele mai multe ori, surile sunt tencuite
sau ornamentate cu plicute de mozaic. In compo-
nenta acestor anexe intrau grajdul, poiata, cotetele,
fanarul si o cdmara pentru lemne si unelte folosite in

gospodarie. Biserica ortodoxd din Babasesti purtand
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A Szamos kozelsége miatt az 1970-es arviz teljesen
elontotte, ezt leginkabb a hagyomanyos valyogbdl
épiilt hazai szenvedték meg. Igy Szamosberencén
csak néhany hdz 6rzi a népi épitészet hagyomanyait,
legjellegzetesebbek a cstirok keményfabol késziilt va-
zai. A cstirok falat fagerendak kozé rakott valyogbdl
épitették. Az ujjaépitéskor a valyog helyét atvették a
modernebb épitdanyagok. A legtobb esetben a cstiro-
ket bevakoltdk és mozaiklapokkal diszitették. Egy cstir
altaldban magdba foglalta az istallot, a szint, az dlakat,
a szénatartdt, a faskamrat és a szerszdmoskamrat. A
szamosberencei ortodox templomot 1892-ben épitet-
ték és Szent Demeter tiszteletére szentelték.

A kozség legfiatalabb telepiilései Meggyesforduld
és Aranyosmeggyesihegy csak a II. vilaghaboru utan
valtak 6nallova. A meggyeshegyi ortodox templomot
1952-ben emelték és Szent Demeternek szentelték.
Addig a kisszamu lakossag a szomszédos telepiilések
templomait latogatta, f6leg a jozsethazit, az apahegyit
és a raksait. A templomépités el6tt a hivek adoma-
nyaibdl egy mozgé oltart épitettek, amelyet, amikor
a jozsethazi pap istentiszteletet tartott a faluban, a
falu kiilonb6z6 hazaiban éllitottak fel. A mai templo-
mot valyogbol épitették és badoglemezzel fedték. A
meggyeshegyi parokia 1973-ban valt 6nallova, elStte a
jozsethazi pardkia filidja volt. A meggyeshegyi reformd-
tus templom a 20. szazad masodik felében épiilt kdbol.

Aranyai, vakolatlan falai, egyhajos egyszer( alaprajza,



aristocratic families. In 1970, the village was
flooded as it is situated near the Somes River,
and the traditional houses built of clay were
severly damaged. Thus, only a few samples of
traditional architecture are preserved here.

The most significant features are the wooden
frameworks of the barns remained from the
destroyed households. The walls of the barns
were made of clay, built in the frame of wooden

beams. When they were restored, the clay bricks

were often replaced with modern materials, like
Sura din Babasesti

. . Cslir Szamosberencén

or decorated with mosaic plates. The annexes Barn at Bibisesti

cement. In some cases, the barns are plastered

comprised: the stable, the hen coop, the hay barn
and a storage room for the fire wood and tools.
The Orthodox church of Babdsesti was built in
1892.

The most recent settlements of the
municipality, Medies-Rdturi and Medies-Vii,
became independent localities only after the
Second World War. The Orthodox Church of
Medies-Vii, dedicated to “Saint Demetrius”, was
built in 1952. Until that point, few inhabitants of
the village used to attend the nearby churches,

especially the one from Iojib, Viile Apei or Racsa.
Before the building of the church, the inhabitants

. . . Aspect dintr-o sura din Bibasesti
of the village used to raise funds for a mobile b S .
Szamosberencei cstir belseje

altar. This was used to be housed by different Interior of a barn at Bibasesti




hramul ,,Sf. Dumitru” a fost construitd in anul 1892.

Cele mai noi asezari ale comunei, Medies-Rdturi si

Medies-Vii, formeaza localitati de sine statatoare abia
dupa cel de al doilea rdzboi mondial. Biserica orto-
doxd din Medies-Vii, cu hramul ,,Sfintul Dumitru”

a fost construitd in anul 1952. Pana atunci, putinii
locuitori ai satului frecventau bisericile din apropiere,
in special cea din Iojib, Viile Apei sau Racsa. Inainte
de edificarea bisericii din sat, credinciosii au contri-
buit la realizarea unui altar mobil, care, spun enoria-
sii, era gazduit de diverse gospodarii si folosit in tim-
pul Liturghiei oficiate o data la cateva sdptamani de
preotul din Iojib. Biserica este realizatd din chirpici si
acoperita cu tabla. Filie a parohiei din Iojib, Medies-
Vii a devenit parohie de sine statatoare in anul 1973.
Biserica reformatd din Medies-Vii a fost construita in
cea de a doua jumatate a secolului al XX-lea, din pia-
tra, avand aspectul unei biserici medievale. Impresia
de vechi este accentuatd de lipsa tencuielii si de pla-
nul simplu, alcétuit dintr-o singurd nava, fara turn.
Fereastra situatd in partea mediand a altarului a fost
ziditd. Clopotul péstreazd inscriptia mesterului (Ko6-

nig E.), a locului si anului turnarii (Arad, 1911).
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Biserica reformata din Medies-Vii
Az aranyosmeggyesihegyi reformatus templom
The Calvinist Church of Medies-Vii

a torony hianya kozépkori jelleget kolcsonoz a temp-
lomnak. Az oltar kdzépvonalaban talalhaté ablakat
befalaztak. Harangja 6rzi az 6ntémester nevét (Konig
E.), valamint ontésének helyét és idejét (Arad, 1911).



Cimitirul din Medies-Vii

Aranyosmeggyesihegyi temetd
The cemetery of Medies-Vii

families and was used during the mass performed by
the priest of Iojib once at a few weeks. The present
church was made of clay and the roof was made

of tin. Medies-Vii became an independent parish

in 1973, earlier being the filia of the Iojib parish.

The Calvinist Church was made of stone during the

second half of the 20™ century. It has a medieval air,

suggested by the lack of plaster, the simple ground-

plan with one nave and the lack of the tower. The

window at the middle of the altar was walled up. The

bell still preserves the inscription of the craftsman

(Konig E.), the place and the year of its casting (Arad,

1911).
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